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TANGO PALACE SPONSORS

Tango Palace is sponsored in part by the State of Florida through the Division of 
Arts and Culture and the National Endowment for the Arts, a grant from The Our 
Fund Foundation, an LGBTQ community foundation, Broward County Cultural Division 
The Rezeppa Family Trust and The Warten Foundation, with support from the 
Broward Center’s Arts Access Program. Funding for Tango Palace supplementary 
programming was provided through a grant from Florida Humanities with funds from 
the National Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or 
recommendations expressed by Thinking Cap Theatre do not necessarily represent 
those of Florida Humanities or the National Endowment for the Humanities.



MEET THE CAST
Autumn Kioti Horne as isidore**

Autumn Kioti Horne (they/them/she) is an interdisciplinary artist, naturalist, and perform-
er most recently seen as Lil in Last Summer at Bluefish Cove at Women of Wilton, and 
Adrian in Island City Stage’s Rotterdam.  Other local appearances include: Theatre Lab, 
Zoetic Stage, GableStage, Florida Stage, Caldwell Theatre, and others.  In NYC, they 
originated the roles of Cassandra in The Hive, Veronica in She Calls Me Fire Fly, and 
others.  Their interdisciplinary art has been presented in galleries/spaces throughout the 
US and beyond, including La Mama, Dixon Place, The Queens Museum, Last Frontier, 
Palm Beach Cultural Council, North 4th Arts New Mexico, Spazio Matta Italy and more, 
and they have been seen both on-screen and worked behind the scenes.  An erstwhile 
circus aerialist and flying trapeze instructor, when not onstage or making art these days, 
they are an environmental educator and community organizer.  Autumn is a proud 
member of Actors Equity.

Leah is thrilled to be back with Thinking Cap Theatre alongside her incredible all 
female powered team. Recently, she was seen at the Foundry Theatre, in the first pro-
duction for Women Of Wilton, Last Summer at Bluefish Cove  which was directed by 
Nicole Stodard and starred her now co-star, Autumn Kioti. Prior to that, she was seen 
playing the Little Mermaid and Belle in the hilarious comedy Disenchanted with MNM 
Theatre Company at the Kravis Center,  which will be making a comeback in January 
at Mizner Park. Leah is a Carbonell and Silver Palm award recipient. Some past credits 
include: Lizzie, Emperor of the Moon (Thinking Cap), Harlowe, Ronia (Theatre Lab), 
Minister’s Wife, Kings (Gablestage), Dividing the Estate (Dramaworks),  Anything Goes, 
Oklahoma (Wick) Groundhog Day, Heathers, Disaster (Slowburn), Guys and Dolls, 
Side by Side, World Goes Round, Company (MNM), One Man Two Guvnors (Actors 
Playhouse).

ABOUT THINKING CAP THEATRE
Founded in 2010, Thinking Cap Theatre (TCT) 
is a professional, non-profit company devoted 
to staging thought-provoking, socially-con-
scious, formally innovative theatre and to gender 
and sexual parity in programming. Across all 
programming, TCT strives to reflect and serve 
our diverse society.

LEAH SESSa AS LEOPOLD

TELL US ABOUT 
YOUR EXPERIENCE

Kindly scan the QR code to complete 
this 5 minute audience survey to help 

TCT with future planning.



MEET THE CREATIVE TEAM

Zoë Darragh Garnett - Stage Manager & Board Op
 Zoe is a graduate of the University of Florida and New World School of the Arts with 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre (Acting). Zoe is currently working professionally 
in South Florida both on the stage and behind the scenes. Some of Zoe’s techni-
cal credits include Assistant Stage Manager for Last Summer at Blue Fish Cove with 
Women of Wilton, Production Assistant for When Or When with Lost Girls Theatre, 
and  Prop master for CARABOOM! The Greatest Carwashow on Earth — an immersive 
splash-filled adventure. While in college Zoe was the Vice President of Special Events 
with the Student Government Association, as well as working as a Stage Manager and 
Costume Manager.   

Catherine Verblud - Stage Manager
Catherine Verblud (Cat) is honored to be a stage managing her first Fornes play with 
Thinking Cap Theatre. Notable credits include Last Summer at Bluefish Cove (Stage 
Manager), Blueface in Fish Don’t Talk at the M1A festival, Leonor in the Spanish stage 
reading of Los Ojos De Cuba at Thinking Cap Theatre. Jules in the stage reading of 
A New Newer Normal at Main Street Players. Kathie in Jealousy at Thank You Miami! 
Superfool in CARABOOM! and Camille Claudel in a one person show Broken Pieces. 

Co-Artistic Director of WOW, Women of Wilton, a new entity of POW, Plays of Wilton.  Nicole’s most recent 
directing and design credits include 108 Waverly Place by Dan Clancy (POW), Last Summer at Bluefish Cove 
by Jane Chambers (WOW), and The Importance of Being Oscar by Micheal MacLiammoir (TCT).  Tango Palace 
marks Stodard’s third time directing a Fornes Play; other works include Fefu and Her Friends (2022) and Mud 
(2016). Stodard is a member of the Fornes Institute, an organization dedicated to preserving Fornes’ legacy.  
She recently contributed a chapter on sexuality in Fornés’s life and work to a forthcoming book that will be 
published by Cambridge University in 2024.  In addition to working in theatre, Stodard is as an adjunct professor 
in the Department of Communications, Media, and the Arts at Nova Southeastern University.  NicoleStodard.com.  
She thanks her resilient TCT team and the Broward Center staff for their support on Tango Palace.

NICOLE STODARD - Director|Costume & Sound Designer
THINKING CAP THEATRE Artistic Director
Nicole Stodard, Ph.D., is a stage director, designer, educator, and writer.  A Full Member 
of SDC, the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers, Nicole has directed and 
designed more than 50 productions.  Distinctions include South Florida Carbonell 
Nominations for Best Director, Best Sound Design, and Best Costume Design; two Silver 
Palm Awards for Best Direction; and three NEW TIMES “Best Director” Awards.  In addi-
tion to serving as Artistic Director of TCT, Nicole serves alongside Ronnie Larsen as

BREE-ANNA OBST - Lighting, Sound & Projection Designer
THINKING CAP THEATRE Managing Director

a seasoned designer, in addition to a performer, Bree-Anna has also collaborated on TCT productions I’m 
Coming, Happy Days, Laced, Fefu and her Friends, The Importance of Being Oscar and O Christmas Tree as 
a lighting, sound, video editor and projection designer.  Bree-Anna’s local theater credits include Eva in  Last 
Summer at Bluefish Cove (Women of Wilton), Oscar in The Importance of Being Oscar (Thinking Cap theatre)
Connie in Dance Nation (Thinking Cap Theatre) Cordelia/Fool in King Lear (Thinking Cap Theatre), Clown in 
The Emperor of the Moon (Thinking Cap Theatre), Feste in Twelfth Night (New City Players), Amy in Soundbite: 
South Beach (The Project [theatre]), Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Shakespeare Miami), and Juliet in 
Romeo and Juliet (Shakespeare Miami).  Bree-Anna also manages and directs the Miami Children’s Museum’s 
Theater Troupe, which received the South Florida Theatre League’s 2019 “Remy Award for Outstanding Contri-
bution to Children’s Theatre.”

Bree-Anna, an Australian native, has performed on some of the world’s leading stages 
including Shakespeare’s Globe (London, UK), The Lincoln Center (New York, USA), The 
New Victory Theatre (New York, USA), The Kennedy Center (Washington, USA), and Hi 
Seoul Festival (Korea).  Bree-Anna was appointed to the role of Managing Director for 
TCT in 2019.  Her work with the company began in April 2018 as an ensemble mem-
ber in The Emperor of the Moon.  Since then she has worn many other hats with TCT;



CJ TORRES - CHOREOGRAPHER
Born and raised in Puerto Rico. CJ is trained in different styles like Jazz, contemporary, 
ballet, and ballroom in cities like San Juan, New York and Miami.He has been involved 
in the comercial industry since young age, participating in music videos, live events 
like Latin Billboards and  Premios Tu Música, working with artist like Maluma and Marc 
Anthony among others. Has been a teacher for over 15 years and is passionated 
about creating pieces and performances for all audience. CJ is currently working as a 
rehearsal Choreographer and Director for Royal Caribbean Productions, as he transi-
tioned from been a dancer and aerialist for the company.  

JARED REZEPPA - COSTUME & HUMANITIES INTERN AND HAT/MASK MAKER
Jared Rezeppa is a recent Fashion Design and Product Development graduate from 
Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising in Los Angeles.  He has experience 
creating custom designs and accessories, as well as working with unconventional 
materials. This is his first live production as a Costume Design Intern for Tango Palace. 
Involved in the creative process of developing costumes and props, Jared is excited to 
see his work come to life on stage.

ALYIECE MORETTO-WATKINS - Set Designer
A South Florida native, Alyiece has worked as a Scenic Artist and Scenic Design-
er for local professional and educational venues since 2009. In 2016, she became 
the Resident Scenic Designer for Thinking Cap Theatre. Her most recent set design 
credits include All In The Timing for American Heritage School and The Berlin Diaries 
for Theatre Lab.  Alyiece is a Technical Theatre Faculty member at American Heritage 
Schools where she teaches Scenic Painting, Scenic Design, Stage Management, and 
Publicity for Theatre.







“What’s important is the 
spirit of the thing not the 

interpretation.  The spirit of 
the thing is where something 
hits you and you don’t know 
what it is.  This is much more 
powerful than when it speaks 

to your rational mind and 
something that you agree with, 
so, you like, and you praise it. 
To me that’s not as profound 

as when what you have 
experienced is something that 
you don’t even understand.”

				  
	
					   
	 - María Irene Fornés





THE OUR FUND 
FOUNDATION 

IS PROUD TO BE 
A SUPPORTING  

PARTNER OF
THINKING CAP 

THEATRE

THE OUR FUND FOUNDATION is South Florida’s LGBTQ community foundation.  
We help individuals plan their estates, so that their philanthropic giving  

can continue for years—even generations—after passing away. 

1201 NE 26TH ST.   SUITE 108           WILTON MANORS     FL 33305 

954.565.1090         |        OUR-FUND.ORG

LIFTING UP SOUTH FLORIDA’S LGBTQ COMMUNITY

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW THE OUR FUND FOUNDATION CAN HELP  
YOU ESTABLISH A LEGACY PLAN, EMAIL LEGACY@OUR-FUND.ORG. 



thinking cap theatre 2023 donors

Lead Off Management
The Broward County Cultural Division
The Broward Country Sheriff’s Office
The OurFund Foundation
The Warten Foundation

INNOVATORS $10,000 - $19,999

TRAILBLAZERS $500-$999

ORIGINATORS $1,000-$4,999

CREATORS $5,000-$9,999

GROUNDBREAKERS $100-$499

Florida Division of Arts and Culture
Florida Humanities
The Rezeppa Family Trust
Waiakea Water

Ann Anthony
Robin Bodiford
Heather Craig
Jane Duncan in memory of Mark Duncan
Micheal & Mary Ellen Peyton
Cindy K. Shaw
Jim Stepp & Peter Zimmer Fund at Our-
Fund Foundation
Art Vandelay
Sue Wilder
Denise Yoezle

Melissa Combest
Hayley Cross
Carey Brianna Hart
Amy McGrotty & Deborah Calhoun
Nirvana Water | Ryan Schalk
Randy Stodard
Carol Ann Story

Annoymous
Nelson Charlie
Wendy Cinnamon
Paul Curtis & Angelina Lopez Catledge
Maria de la Guardia
Dennis B Dove MD
Teresa Fitzsenry in memory of Laura 
Ruchala
Peter Wayne Galman
Gail Garrisan
Michael Gioia
Alan Goodman
Sabrina Gore
Susan Hall
Melissa Ann Hubicsak
Mark B. Kent
Aaron Krause
Jane Kreinberg & Trish Stypka
Natalie Lantz
Margaret Ledford
Noah Levine
Shelly Macin Buncher
Ronald Meyers
Julie & Brian Obst
Susan Redfern
Kathryn Ryan-Fores
Bill Schwartz
Leah Sessa
Barbara Signer & Fran Epstein
Colleen Taggart
Katherine	 Vellis
Vortex Apartments
Patricia Wakely Wolf
Stevie Walker-Webb
Rhea & Ken Werner
Scott Douglas Wilson
Vilma Zeno



EXPERIMENTER $10-$99
Simon Abrahams
Bill J Adams
Monica Arienzo
Beverly Blanchette
Angie Bors
Barbara Burge
Susan Caraballo
Hannah Citrin Candiotti 
Savannah Cross
Denise
Angelique Dorsett
Laura M Driskell
Leslie Fine
Diana Garle
Ann Gillespie
Kate Gintoft
Matthew Glass & Gustave G Kein
John Gregory
Christina Groom
Lissa Grossman Comess
Joseph Guidetti
Peter Haig
Bridget Hieronymus
Deborah Kondelik
Whitney Leon

Amy London
Tina Lubar
Vivian Marthell
Kevin Miguelez
Kathleen Moorhead
Annette Nurse
Rayvenn O’Connor Martinez
Frank O’L
Cathy Orlando
Rich & Carl
Margaret Ricke
Arianna Rose
Andrew Rubin
Jeff Rusnak
Nicole Santiago
Tom Schreck
Barbara Sloan
Joan Smiley
Brenda Sokolowski
Gabriel Suarez
Carol Sussman
Laurie Tanner
Mitchell Tarantolo
Elizabeth West Versalie
Merritt Zeiders

CHE CK  IN  WHILE  YOU’RE  HERE! 
FO LLO W T H I N K I N G  C A P  T H E A T R E  ON

FACEBOOK &  INSTAGRAM

@ T H I N K I N G C A P T H E A T R E

Chair
Naldo Raphael
Secretary
Alyiece Moretto-Watkins
Treasurer
Cindy K. Shaw

thinking cap theatre board of directors
Directors
Kevin Black
Carey Brianna Hart
Bree-Anna Obst
Nicole Stodard








